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RFO  L£TT£i 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directo 


R  A  rt  1  I 


from 


Rodio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informotion-U.S.Ooportmtntof  AgrieuHuro 


Dear  Farm  Director; 


TelDruary  k.  195^ 
Letter  Wo.  65O 


Did  you  notice  Secretary  Benson's  travel  schedule  this  week?  - 
He  did  quite  a  bit  of  hopping  ahout^  -  _  -  must  have  hung  up  some  kind  of 
new  record  for  flying  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  .   ,   .  Monday  he  was  in 
Houston  talking  cotton.    Wednesday,  "by  plane,  train,  and  one-horse  sleigh, 
he  was  at  Fort  Fairfield  in  upper  ivfeine^  swapping  ideas  on  the  potato 
problem.     Today,  he  is  <lo\m  in  St.  Petersburg.  Florida,  at  the  Mid-Winter 
Meeting  of  the  National  Editorial  Association,  answering  some  tough  ques- 
tions from  the  editors.    Monday,  he  is  due  back  here  in  Washington  at  the 
Forest  Service's  golden  anniversary  exhibit  down  in  the  patio,  where  he 
will  present  12  Explorer  Boy  Scouts  with  special  Conservation  Good  Turn 
Awards . 

Other  developments  here  this  week  include  the  Department's 
announcement  of  the  corn  acreage  allotments  this  year  in  the  21  commercial 
corn-producing  states.     The  805  counties  involved  are  those  that  in  the 
past  ten  years  have  raised  an  average  of  at  least  U50  bushels  per  farm, 
not  counting  corn  used  for  silage,  and  h  bushels  or  more  per  acre  of  farm 
land  in  the  county.    The  final  county  allotments  figures  will  be  worked 
out  in  the  states  by  the  State  ASC  committees. 

Last  week  when  we  wrote  you,  growers  in  the  rice  states  were 
voting  on  whether  or  not  they  would  have  marketing  quotas  on  rice.  Over 
nine -tenths  of  those  voting  favored  the  quotas. 

This  Completes  Control  Picture  .   .  . 

This  year  the  crop  controls  are  much  simpler  than  they  seemed 
likely  to  be  some  time  back.     The  extra,  special  controls  are  out  the 
windovr.    For  this  year  we  have  acreage  allotments  on  the  six  so-called 
basic  crops       wheat,  cotton,  corn,  peanuts,  rice,  and  tobacco.    Now  that 
rice  raisers  have  made  their  decision,  we  now  have  marketing  quotas  on 
wheat,  cotton,  peanuts,  rice  and  most  types  of  tobacco.    We  never  have 
had  quotas  on  corn  -  and  the  present  law  doesn't  allow  them.     That's  the 
whole  picture  --  allotments  for  six  crops,  and  quotas  for  five.    And  it 
represents  a  familiar  scene  -  production  controls  just  about  the  same  as 
farmers  have  come  to  know  them  during  the  past  several  years. 
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More  Fats  to  Go  Abroad 

This  year  more  U.S.  so7"beans,  lard  and  cottonseed  oil  seem 
likely  to  "be  shipped  abroad.    Our  marketing  specialists  say  our  export 
of  food  fats  vere  at  near  record  levels  last  year,  and  they  expect  more 
to  go  overseas  this  year.    They  note  that  exports  of  soybeans  and  lard 
seem  to  be  running  ahead  of  a  year  ago.    They  say  exportable  supplies 
from  other  parts  of  the  world  seem  to  be  down  substantially.    Since  last 
fall,  CCC  has  sold  nearly  hOO  million  pounds  of  cottonseed  oil  for  export^ 
but  still  has  about  300  million  pounds. 

See  Butter  Deal  Prospect 

Considerable  discussion  is  going  on  here  about  the  possibility 
of  finding  an  outlet  for  some  of  our  surplus  butter  stocks  by  converting 
them  it  into  ghee  and  selling  ghee  in  the  Wear  East  and  Far  East.  Ghee 
is  made  in  the  Eastern  countries  from  churned  sour  milk.    Many  Western 
people  who  have  tasted  it  don't  like  it.  but  people  in  the  Near  East  and 
in  India,  Pakistan,  and  Burma  apparently  love  it.    This  has  suggested 
the  intriguing  possibility  of  changing  our  stocks  of  butter  that  we  have 
no  other  immediate  market  for,  into  ghee  and  selling  it  in  the  Oriental 
countries.    Ghee  is  said  to  keep  well  for  considerable  time,  without 
refrigeration.    It  is  made  without  salt.    If  technical  and  marketing 
difficulties  can  be  overcome,  some  think  a  sizeable  trade  in  this  product 
might  be  built  up  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  ourselves  and  people  in 
Oriental  countries.    This  would  further  boost  our  exports  of  food  fats, 

New  Way  to  Warm  Chicks 

It  seems  that  the  usual  thermostat  arrangement  doesn't  work 
any  better  for  baby  chicks  than  it  does  for  human  beings  . . .  under  normal 
conditions  the  chicks  are  either  too  hot  or  too  cold.    But  with  more 
farmers  using  infrared  heat  lamps  for  brooding  chicks,  engineers  of  the 
Department  and  the  Purdue  Experiment  Station,  have  come  to  the  rescue 
with  a  proportional  temperature  system  that  makes  the  chicks  more 
comfortable  -  and  saves  on  electricity  at  the  same  time.    They  have  rigged 
up  a  controller  that  operates  the  heat  lamps  intermittently  at  all  but 
extremely  high  or  low  temperatures.    For  example,  at  outside  air  temper- 
ature of  9h  degrees,  the  lamps  would  be  off.    At  8k  degrees  they  would  be 
on  10  seconds  and  off  50  seconds.    At  6h  degrees  they  v^ould  be  on  30 
seconds  and  off  30  seconds. 

Farmers  have  been  granted  an  extension  of  time  for  filing  thjeir 
195^  Income  Tax  Returns  from  January  31  to  February  I5,  1955.  This  is  in 
place  of  the  declarations  of  estimated  income  tax. 

Gains  in  the  Use  of  Milk 

Nearly  ^2,000  schools  in  U8  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia 
have  now  been  approved  for  participation  in  the  Special  School  Milk  Program. 
The  increased  use  of  milk  where  the  program  is  already  operating  repre- 
sents a  gain  of  more  than  555-  over  normal . 
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Ketvork  Farm  and  HoF.e  Shovs  Febr uary  12 

I\!EC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m,  EST 
"USDA  Eeadlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington,    Feature:  First 
Agricultural  State  College  Centennial^  from  Eaet  Lansing,  Michigan. 

ABC  American  Frrmer  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  vith  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:  "Eating 
Higher  on  the  Hog  in  Kentucky"  with  EoTd  Ford,  Ext.  Radio  Editor; 
"International  Farm.ing"  with  Knowlton  Nash  of  IFAP;  USDA  Awards  to  Boy 
Scouts  for  their  'Conservation  Good  Turns.' 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Iv^honey  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 
EST.    Feature:    EEA  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen  reports  on  the  National 
Power  Use  Workshop  in  St,  Louis. 

Longer  Winter  Sleep  for  Spuds 

USDA  researchers  are  trying  to  find  what  happens  to  potatoes 
stored  at  different  temperatures.    They  aim  to  find  out  the  "best  way  to 
store  potatoes  so  consumers  can  he  sure  of  getting  good  quality.  One 
thing  they  know  happens  is  that  a  lot  of  late -crop  potatoes  tend  to  sprout 
toward  the  end  of  the  marketing  season.    That  sprouted  taste  doesn't  do 
potatoes  any  good  on  the  market.     So  they  are  working  out  ways  of  keeping 
potatoes  asleep  longer.    They  have  tried  out  a  number  of  sprout  slowers-up. 
They  report  some  show  considerable  promise  of  keeping  potatoes  dormant 
longer  than  is  now  possible.    Some  work  well  at  even  fairly  high  temperature. 

To  Keep  the  Doctor  Away 

Last  season,  Michigan  apple  growers,  who  packed  their  own  apples 
for  market,  in  plastic  bags  that  hold  3  to  5  pounds,  used  more  than  ? 
million  such  bags.    Michigan  and  USDA  engineers,  who  Investigated  bagging 
operations  on  l6  Michigan  farms,  expect  much  bigger  on-the-farm  apple 
packaging  this  year.    However,  they  have  advised  growers  that  use  of 
suitable  varieties,  careful  grading,  and  proper  supervision  are  a  "must" 
for  successful  filmbag  pre-packaging.     They  say  consumers  expect  good 
quality  and  uniform  apples,  free  of  blemishes,  when  they  buy.    And  they 
think  smaller  growers  with  roadside  stands  may  also  find  film  bags  pay. 

Guides  to  Vegetable  Planting 

The  Department  also  announced  this  vieek  the  acreage -marketing 
guides  for  1955-crop  suimner  and  fall  vegetables  for  fresh  use,  summer 
melons,  vegetables  for  processing,  sweet  potatoes,  and  late  potatoes. 
These  guides  are  part  of  a  series.     The  guides  for  winter  and  spring 
vegetables  were  announced  last  fall.     The  acreage  recommended  for  late 
potatoes  is  5i'  percent  less  than  last  year.     Sweet  potatoes  about  the 
same.    Vegetables  for  processing,!  percent  less.     Summer  melons,  12 
percent  less.    And  fresh  fall  and  ficsh  P^urlJne^•  vegetables  each  1  percent 
less  than  a  year  ago. 
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Among  Ourselvefi. . . 

WLS^  Hhicago,  reports  a  new  night-time  farm  show  "Farm  World 
Today"  7  to  7:3(  five  times  a  week.    Bill  Mason  has  moved  t)  WLS  from 
WIBC,  Indianapolis,  recently  to  run  the  new  show. 

Dix  Harper,  WLS,  new  editor  of  CHATS,  the  monthly  organ  of  the 
Wat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Eadio  Farm  Directors,  came  out  with  his 
initial  effort  last  week,  new  masthead  and  all,  and  it  looked  fine.  Other 
WLS  farm  'broadcasters  Maynard  Bertsch,  Bill  Mason  and  Harry  Campbell  are 
associate  editors. 

Phil  Alampi  is  still  reaping  publicity  on  that  farm  girl  beauty 
contest  he  sponsored  last  year  as  part  of  his  WRCA,  New  York,  farm  direct- 
ing.    In  addition  to  a  rash  of  pictures,  etc.,  in  publications  at  the 
time,  the  girl  got  on  at  least  two  network  TV  programs,  and  the  contest 
was  mentioned  by  at  least  two  popular    syndicated  columnists.  Walter 
Winchell  was  one. 

Loyd  Evans,  KV/TO;  Springfield,  Mo.,  has  scheduled  a  series  of 
taped  reports,  "Farm  Problems  in  Holland"  voiced  by  H.  L.  "Luke" 
Groenendijk  (Greendike)  in  The  Hague.    Back  in  1953,  Luke  spent  three 
weeks  with  Loyd  while  in  the  U.  S.  on  an  FOA-sponsored  farm  radio  training 
trip,  and  made  a  big  hit  in  the  Ozark  country.    His  regular  job  is  handling 
radio  and  TV  for  The  Netherlands  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  his  three 
sons  can  still  be  seen  wearing  those  Springfield-purchased  blue  Jeans  in 
their  Dutch  neighborhood. 

Congratulations  to  Bill  Moshier,  KOMO  AM  and  TV,  Seattle,  on 
his      000th  consecutive  morning  farm  program,  upcoming  on  February  I8. 
Besides  that,  he's  rounded  out  over  3,000  noon-time  broadcasts,  having 
started  in  this  business  on  September  11,  1939.    Bill  does  a  farm  show  on 
TV  at  7:50  a.m.  five  days  a  week  also,  plus  writing  a  weekly  farm  page 
for  the  Seattle  Times.    This  assortment  of  deadlines,  says  Bill,  makes  a 
good  ulcer  cultivator.    He  can  take  it,  though,  otherwise  he's  have  been 
felled  long  ago. 

Another  triple -threat  man  in  the  profession  is  A.  B.  Jolley  of 
KRLD  and  KELD-TV,  Dallas,  who  also  turns  out  a  farm  and  garden  column 
for  the  Dallas  Times  Herald.    A.  B.  was  Dallas  county's  popular  agricul- 
tural agent  for  many  years  before  switching  to  mass  media  in  1953. 

The  University  of  North  Carolina's  new  educational  TV  station, 
KIMC,  with  studios  at  Chapel  Hill,  Raleigh  and  Greensboro  is  now  on  the 
air  from  3  to  10  p.m.  daily.    Frank  Jeter,  extension  editor  at  Ealeigh 
moderates  a  daily  farm  program  at  6  p.m.,  featioring  a  farm-slanted  weathei 
report,  markets,  an  extension  or  experiment  station  specialist  each 
evening.    The  big  studio  has  large  doors  for  bringing  in  livestock  or 
trucks  if  necessary. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

ladio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LET 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directo 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  11,  I955 
Letter  No.  65I 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Mark  your  calendar'.  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Vifednesday 

June  20,  21  and  22  are  the  dates  set  for  the  annual  spring  meeting 
of  the  National  Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors, 
to  be  held  in  Washington  this  year. 

Frank  Atwood  O'^rjIC,  Hartford)  president  of  NATRFD^  made  the 
announcement  here  last  Thursday  after  a  meeting  of  the  spring  meet 
planning  committee,  chairmanned  by  Roy  Battles  (former  NATRFD  prexy 
while  at  WLV'f,  Cincinnati)  of  the  National  Grange  headquarters . 

  —    Atwo©d-said  many  RFDs  had  requested  an  after-school  date  for 

the  meeting  so  they  could  bring  their  families  to  VJashington.  These 
dates  were  decided  upon  after  careful  study  by  the  committee.  Full 
details  of  the  program,  now  in  the  making,  will  be  annoxmced  later, 
says  Battles. 

The  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  held  its  52nd  annual 
convention  in  Louisville  last  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.     Ken  Gapen, 
now  information  officer  for  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Services, 
Joe  Tonkin,  of  Extension,  Jim  ilcClarren  and  Dave  Hall  of  Agriculture 
Research  Service,  and  I  went  down  to  participate  in  the  agricultural 
editor's  section,  presided  over  by  Tad  Moses  of  Texas  A  and  M.  Barney 
Arnold,  and  Hayden  Timmons,  RFDs  at  WHAS  AI/[  and  TV,  Louisville  also  took 
part,  and  John  McDonald,  y\Sl!i-m  and  TV,  Nashville,  attended  some  of  the 
sessi  ons . 

First  TV- Owned  Farm 


Maybe  it's  a  YfAVE  of  the  future.     Four  weeks  ago  ''AVE-TV, 
Louisville,  inaugurated  a  three-year  (at  least)  series  of  hour-long 
noontime  live  TV  shov^fs  direct  from  its  station- owned  farm  about  I3  miles 
east  of  town,    HAVE  owner  George  Norton  and  manager  Nathan  Lord  have 
planned  the  series  for  a  long  time.     On  January  I5,  Shirley  iinderson 
retired  after  27  years  as  county  agricultural  agent  in  Louisville,  and 
became  i'7AVE-T7»s  farm  director.     He  was  one  of  nine  county  agents  who 
received  a  distinguished  service  av/ard  from  Secretary  Benson  last  May. 
On  the  show  regularly  besides  Anderson,  there  is  farm  manager  James  paxton 
Marshall,  whose  wife,  Shirley,  has  for  some  years  conducted  a  home  econom- 
ics program  on  t'IAVE-TV.  (Cont'd  on  page  i^) 
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1855  ~  Century  of  Ag  Progress  -  1955 

Tom.orrovj,  Lincoln's  Birthday,  i/DLchigan  State  celebrates  the 
100th  anniversary  of  its  founding  as  the  first  agricultural  state 
college  in  this  country,    v/ashington' s  Birthdajr^  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  Yd  11  celebrate  its  100th  anrdversary  as  the  second  oldest. 

Speaking  at  Fichigan  Fj.rmers  Week  yesterday  in  Sast  Lansing, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  commemorated  these  two  events  and  pointed 
out  that  almost  every  decade  in  the  past  100  years  has  brought  greater 
changes  in  agriculture  than  many  centuries  before  that  time.  Today's 
farmer  produces  as  much  food  and  fiber  as  five  farmers  did  a  century  ago. 

Secretary  Benson  to  Caribbean,. , 


Washington's  Birthday,  Secretary  Benson  v/ill  be  dovm  in  the 
West  Indies,    He  leaves  here  February  10  for  the  February  23-21;  annual 
m.eeting  of  the  Virgin  Islands  Corporation,  of  which  he  is  a  director. 
Before  he  gets  back  March  8,  he  plans  to  get  a  close-up  of  some  of  the 
agriculture  of  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands, Trinidad,  Venezuela, 
Panama,  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and  Mexico.  He  ifc  especially  interested  in 
the  breeding  work  some  of  the  Caribbean  countries  are  doing  v/ith  cattle 
they  imported  from  the  U.S.  The  Secretary  will  also  have  an  eye  out  for 
opportunities  for  agricultural  trade. 

Before  the  Revolution,  when  George  Washington  got  caught  in 
the  British  tobacco  trade  squeeze,  he  too  saw  trade  opportunities  in  the 
West  Indies.    He  adjusted  his  crop  plans,  shifted  to  wheat  and  fish, 
and  exported  flour  and  Potomac  River  shad  to  the  Caribbean, 

Livestock  Noi')-  on  Farms 


Later,  General  ^Washington's  jackass,  the  famous  'Royal  Gift' 
from  Spain,  beooane  practically  the  sire  of  the  great  mule  business  that 
developed  in  this  country.    For  further  details  on  the  number  of  mules 
and  horses,  cattle  and  sheep  and  hogs,  chickens  and  turkeys  on  U.  S. 
farms  the  first  of  this  year,  see  the  Livestock  report  out  at  the  USTjA 
Monday,  February  lU* 

Fourth  Big  Surplus  Sale  program 

Yesterday,  the  Department  announced  an  agreement  under  vhich 
Peru  will  buy  ^3-4- million  worth  of  our  siH-plus  wheat  and  butter.  The 
transaction  is  in  Peruvian  money  for  which  Peru  gets  the  farm  commodities 
she  needs  and  the  U.  S.  disposes  of  some  of  our  surplus  stocks.  Actual 
sales  under  the  program  v/ill  be  made  by  private  U.  S.  traders.    As  you 
probably  recall,  this  is  the  fourth  such  surplus  commodity  program  in  the 
past  few  weeks.     Under  a  similar  arrangement,  a  program  with  Chili  is 
expected  to  total  about  (^5  millionj  one  with  Yogoslavia  about  viji;  million, 
and  another  with  Turkey  about  ^^2i4.  million. 
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network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  February  I9 

CBS  Farm  Nev/s  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  55  15  "to  5^30  p.m. 
EST.  Feature:  Interview  with  J. D. Swan,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Vegetable 
Growers  Association  of  i^erica. 

ISC    merican  Farmer  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:  "Interna- 
tional Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP  and  "A  look  at  US  Milk  Marketing 
Orders"  by  Howard  Fedderson  and  Cy  Briggs  of  AlviS. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.     Feature:  National 
Future  Farmers  of  America  Week. 


Chuck  VJorcester,  WMT  and  WMT-TV,  Cedar  Rapids  (former  NATRFD 
prexy)  announces  a  half  hour  farm  TV  program  at  noon  Saturdays. 


Food  Use  to  Continue  High  - 


If  weather  this  year  is  average,  prospects  point  to  another 
big  crop  year,  even  though  acreages  of  wheat  and  rice  will  be  reduced. 
USDA  economists  expect  people  in  this  country  to  continue  to  have  high 
incomes  and  to  spend  about  the  same  share  of  income  for  food  as  they 
spent  last  year.     The  total  aiaount  of  food  per  person  will  change  little, 
but  the  specialists  expect  some  shifts.     Increases  are  likely  for  pork 
and  lard,  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables,  sweetpotatoes,  and  rice. 
Decreases  likely  for  beef,  eggs,  poultry,  shortening,  and  potatoes. 


Bob  Miller,  WUT,  Cincinnati,  -will  be  in  Washington  February  li; 
to  receive  this  year's  Vegetable  News  Master  Award  for  "outstanding 
performance  in  the  development  of  better  understanding  of  the  WGAA  Self- 
Help  Free  Enterprise  Plan  for  producers  and  consumers."  Congratulations, 
Bob.     This  is  the  second  such  av;ard  made.     The  first  was  v\ron  last  year  by 
Phil  Alampi,  VfRCA,  New  York. 


V^OI  and  WOI-TV,  Ames,  lov/a,  get  out  periodic  reports  on  public 
service  announcements  to  the  organizations  concerned.    Marguerite  Theobald 
of  the  publicity  staff  notified  us  recently  of  three  USDA  films  which 
had  been  used,  and  the  dates. 


John  Bradshav/  CFRB,  Toronto,  has  started  doing  a  weekly 
bit  on  international  agricultural  topics. 


They  call  the  fam  program  simply  "FASM"  and  already  it  has 
received  mdespread  publicity  in  Louisville  papers,  including  one  which 
oiAnrxs  a  competing  TV  station,  and  in  nationally  circulated  publications. 

One  new  building  was  constructed  on  the  farm,  vfhat  WAVE  manager 
Lord  calls  "the  only  combination  TV  studio  and  tobacco  v/arehouse  in  the 
world,'     It  mil  be  used  ?/hen  ?/eather  I'orces  the  cameras  indoors. 

Technicalities  of  the  remote  pickup  each  Saturday  are  hurdled 
by  WAVE-TV'S  mobile  unit  crew.    It  carries  two  cameras  to  the  farm,  and 
the_ signals  are  sent  by  relay,  which  the  telephone  company  erected  atop 
a  siio  at  .he  farm,  eleven  air  miles,  to  the  WAVE-TV  building  in  dovmtown 
Louisville.    A  pickup  truck,  and  a  tractor-powered  sled  serves  as  camera 
uoiiie  s » 

^  ^°  purebred  livestock  or  fancy  farm  trappings  are  found  on  the 
^^o-acre  miE-TV  farm,  since  common  everyday  farndng  problems  typical  to 
the  area  are  to  be  emphasized.    But  every  type  of  farm  enterprise  prac- 
tical there  will  be  undertaken  in  the  interests  of  balanced  programming, 
Mr,  Lord  explains.    A  schedule  of  program  topics  through  next  December  31 
are  included  m  a  handsome  promotion  brochure  featuring  "FARM." 

Mr.  Lord  reports  several  amusing  incidents  of  the  past  four 
weeks,  including  the  program  on  which  a  soil  test  was  run.     In  announcing 
the  results  of  the  test,  the  specialist  said  "unless  corn  is  to  be  raised 
on  this  land,  no  other  fertilizer  is  needed."    Despite  this,  the  fertilizer 
company  sponsoring  the  show  thought  it  was  fine. 

This  office  has  received  some  fine  pictures  of  the  WAVE-TV 
farm,  which  we  are  displaying  here.    We'd  like  pictures  of  other  radio 
and  TJ  station  farm  programming  activities,  too.     Send  them  along. 

Each  program  includes  a  five-day  weather  forecast,  information 
on  meetings  that  have  significance  for  the  v/hole  area,  farm  news  and 
market  reports. 

A  critique  is  held  on  each  Saturday's  show  the  following 
Monday  morning  by  Anderson,  and  WAVE-TV  officials. 

Both  the  University  of  Ifentucky  and  Purdue  University 
(land  grant  institutions)  cooperate  in  providing  information  and  quests 
for  the  telecasts,  Mr.  Lord  said. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFD  LETfm 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  l8,  195^ 
Letter  Wo.  652 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


If  you  could  see  all  the  livestock,  on  all  the  farms,  over  all 
the  country,  at  one  glance,  you  might  notice  some  changes  from  a  year  ago. 
Of  course,  you'd  have  to  "be  a  pretty  keen  observer  to  match  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board's  annual  f armer-to-you  inventory  issued  this  week.  Again 
fewer  horses  and  mules.    "Very  little  fewer  sheep  and  lambs.    Small  in- 
creases in  cattle,  chickens,  and  turkeys.     And  a  quite  substantial  increase 
in  hog  numbers.    All  in  all,  a  net  increase  of  livestock  and  poultry  on 
farms  and  ranches  of  about  3  percent  during  the  past  year. 

But  farmers  reached  some  new  records.  In  '5U  they  saved  more 
pigs  per  litter,  managed  to  get  more  eggs  per  hen,  produced  more  milk  per 
cow,  and  sheared  more  wool  per  fleeCe  than  ever  before.  What's  more,  our 
beef  and  dairy  herds  seem  to  have  stabilized  at  a  high  level  of  production 
of  calves,  meat,  and  dairy  products.  A  record  number  of  cows  and  heifers 
promises  another  big  calf  crop.  Farmers  plan  to  have  5  percent  more  pigs 
this  spring,  but  intend  to  buy  I8  percent  fewer  baby  chicks,  and  to  raise 
11  percent  fewer  light  breed  turkeys. 

Jack  Tovrers  Sounds  Off  .... 

The  old  idea  that  authentic  sounds  (atmosphere)  help  get  the 
story  over  is  still  a  good  one.    During  the  past  year  of  programming  on 
the  ABC  network's  "American  Farmer",  some  of  our  most  interesting  College 
and  EFD  pickups  have  been  these: 

A  story  on  flightless  chickens  from  the  chicken  pens  at  Maryland 
U.  with  John  Eyan  ...  the  story  of  tree  farming  in  Georgia  picked  up  right 
from  a  sa-v/mlll  by  Ronnie  Stephens.    You  could  really  hear  the  oie '  saw 
sing.    Al  Bond  did  a  story  on  wheat  quality  control  and  let  us  hear  a 
miniature'  laboratory  flour  mill  --  very  convincing.     Ordinarily,  Frank 
Jeter  would  be  enough  --  but  a  few  squealing  pigs  added  plenty  of  punch 
to  his  Worth  Carolina  pig  story.    Last  year  for  a  Safety  Week  feature.  Rex 
Kessersmith  on  George  Round's  staff  in  Nebraska,  urged  folks  to  be  careful 
of  the  corn  pickers,  and  he  did  it  from  the  State  Corn  Husking  Contest. 
Plenty  of  sound  there. 


Falls 


•The  farm  show  atmosphere  helps,  too.  Red  Stangland  at  KSOO,  Sioux 
took  us  right  with  him  to  the  Sioux  Empire  Farm  Show.     Ted  Richards 


of  Penn  State  University  did  the  same  trick  at  the  Peimsylvania  Farm  Show. 
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By  Air  -  with  Secretary  -  In  Carib'bean 

In  writing  you  last  week  about  our  i''lying  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
going  to  look  over  agricultural  developments  and  opportunities  for  more 
trade  in  the  Carihheanj,  we  struck  one  wrong  key.    That  put  Secretary  Benson 
past  the  Florida  keys  nine  days  ahead  of  schedule.    As  we  now  have  it, 
February  19-21  Mr.  Benson  will  he  in  Cuba.    He  will  visit  a  cattle  show 
there,  tour  some  of  the  farm  lands,  and  visit  a  sugar  mill.    February  22 
he  is  due  in  Puerto  Rico,  where  he  will  tour  the  agricultural  areas  and 
visit  the  experiment  stations.    February  23 -2k,  he  will  attend  the  board 
meeting  of  Virgin  Islands  Corporation,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and 
visit  corporation  facilities  and  experiment  station.    February  2 3  in 
Trinidad  he  will  visit  the  Imperial  College  of  Tropical  Agriculture  and 
the  Eastern  Caribbean  Farm  Institute.    February  26-27  in  Venezuela,  he 
will  tour  farming  areas  and  lay  a  wreath  on  the  tomb  of  Simon  Bolivar, 
the  George  Washington  of  South  America.    February  28 -March  2  Secretary 
Benson  will  visit  farms  and  livestock  ranches  and  coffee  and  sugar  planta- 
tions, as  well  as  experiment  stations,  in  Colombia „    Part  of  March  2  he  will 
take  part  in  official  conferences  in  Panama.    March  3  he  will  tour  dairy 
and  coffee  farms  and  the  government  experiment  station  in  Costa  Bica. 
March  k-^  he  will  be  in  Nicaragua  to  see  the  agricultural  station,  animal 
introduction  center,  agricultural  school,  dairy  and  cotton  farms,  cotton 
gin,  extension  office,  coffee  demonstration  center,  and  co-op  creamery. 
March  ^-8  the  Secretary  will  visit  farms  near  Mexico  City  and  meet  with 
agricultural  and  trade  officials. 

Wheat  . .  Wheat  . .  Nothing  but  Wheat  I 

This  week  Secretary  Benson  asked  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory 
Commission  to  take  another  look  at  the  wheat  surplus  situation,  and  other 
wheat  problems.    He  pointed  out  that  even  with  the  sharp  acreage  cuts 
this  year,  with  average  yields,  our  wheat  growers  will  produce  almost  as 

much  wheat  as  we  are  now  moving  into  use  both  at  home  and  abroad   

Dr.  John  A.  Shellenberger,  FAS  wheat  consultant,  just  back  from  a  special 
survey  of  milling  and  baking  industries  in  Europe ^  reports  the  quality  of 
U.S.  wheat  is  low-rated  abroad.     The  reason,  foreign  buyers  don't  under- 
stand our  U.S.  grain  standards  -  and  do  not  allow  for  their  not  showing 
milling  and  baking  qualities. 

Add  Television  Hazards 

Dave  Bateman,  associate  extension  editor  in  North  Dakota,  made 
apologies  for  not  being  able  to  participate  in  the  recent  Televisuals 
Workshop  here  because  a  skunk  which  was  co-starring  with  him  on  a  TV  show 
at  Fargo  a  while  back,  hauled  off  and  bit  him  (Dave)  on  the  hand.  There 
followed  a  round  of  anti-rabies  shots  (at  least  for  Dave).     It  seems  that 
all  the  other  precautions  he  took  to  prevent  mishap  with  the  skunk  weren't 
enough.    Maybe  you  were  up-staging  the  critter  too  much,  Dave. 


DP.  EOYAL  J.  HASKELL  suggests  that  every  green-thumb  gardener  would  do 
well  to  try  one  or  more  of  the  never  varieties  of  flowers,  fruits,  and 
vegetables  in  his  own  garden  this  year.    Seeds  are  plentiful. 
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As  T.V.  Geier  Sav  It 

Leo  Geier^  who  is  just  back  from  a  southern  fried  chicken  and 
TV  "business  tour  in  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri,  reports: 

Derek  Rooke,  l-JUCT  television  farm  director  in  Msmphis,  is 
especially  well  equipped  to  do  motion  picture  work  for  television.  The 
station  has  its  own  film  studio  equipped  with  Auricon  camera  complete  with 
zoomar  lens  for  filming  shows  to  he  aired  at  a.  later  time.    And  the  motion 
picture  field  crew  can  come  close  to  matching  a  live  remote  in  time.  Their 
record  for  getting  a  filmed  .show  on  the  air  is  37  minutes  from  the  time  the 
event  actually  took  place. 

WLBT-TV's  farxa  director  Howard  Langfitt  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  is  do- 
ing a  35-minute  show  five  days  a  week  at  12:25  p.m.  Howard  directs  his  own 
show  from  the  floor.  Using  just  one  camera,  with  zoomar  lens,  he  takes  the 
audience  into  his  confidence  and  lets  them  in  on  what  is  going  on  in  the 
studio.  And  to  "be  sure  his  future  guests  will  do  a  good  job,  Howard  con- 
ducts his  own  television  workshops  at  the  studio  so  future  guests  will  know 
what  to  expect  when  that  i-ed  light  flashes  and  they  get  the  cue. 

RFD  LojdL  Evans  of  KWTO  Springfield,  Mo.,  finds  jobs  for  farm 
workers,  and  workers  for  employers.    His  radio  employment  agency  is  doing 
a  good  job  and  has  the  blessings  of  the  city's  employment  office.  And 
just  in  case  any  Kl^/TO  listener  would  doubt  that  Evans  knows  what  he's  talk- 
ing about  farm  wise,  Loyd  operates  the  320-acre  farm  owned  by  K'/TO.  He 
lives  on  the  farm  with  his  wife  and  twins,  and  has  very  little  outside  help 
in  operating  the  farm.    A  closet  in  the  farm  home  has  been  converted  into 
a  radio  studio  so  Loyd  doesn't  have  to  run  to  town  for  all  of  his  broadcasts. 

Plant  Disease  Forecast  Service 

The  cold  snap  last  week  slov/ed  plant  gro-\'rt.h,  but  most  any  time 
now  the  National  Plant  Disease  Forecasting  Service  will  swing  into  full- 
scale  operation.     Dr.  Paul  Miller,  who  heads  this  Federal-State  cooperative 
service,  says  it  will  operate  about  the  same  as  for  the  past  five  years  - 
except  for  the  addition  of  one  disease,  lima  bean  mildew,  which  is  highly 
important  to  growers  in  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Maryland. 
The  Delaware  representative  of  the  Service  has  demonstrated  that  by 
correlation  with  temperatures  and  rainfall  he  can  forecast  accurately  when 
and  where  in  this  region  the  mildew  will  hit. 

The  Service  has  already  begun  reporting  on  blue-mold  of  tobacco 
which,  as  usual,  showed  up  first  near  Tifton,  Georgia.     Outbreaks  are  re- 
ported further  northward  as  the  season  progresses.     Other  important  fungus 
diseases  the  Service  can  forecast  with  remarkable  accuracy  include  the  late 
blight  of  potatoes  and  tomatoes  and  the  downy  mildev/s  of  watermelons  and 
cantaloupes,  squashes  and  cucumbers.     This  Service  covers  the  48  States. 


REA  reports  Ted  Mangner,  KMOX,  St    Louis,  and  Marvin  Vines,  KTHS,  Little 
Rock,  helped  toward  more  farm  use  of  electricity  by  tape  recordings  of  the 
National  Power  Use  Workshop  in  St.  Louis. 


-  k  - 


Netvork  Farm  and  Home  Shovs  Falpruary  26 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  ToverE  from  Washington     Features:  "Getting 
Potatoes  Ready  for  Market"  with  Paul  Mosher  and  John  Manchester  of 
University  of  Maine^,  and  Millard  Otto^  I^ine  potato  shipper;   "Look  at  U.S. 
Milk  I^rketing  Orders"  with  Howard  Federson^,  AMS,  3nd  Cy  Briggs,  (Post- 
poned from  last  week) 

HBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  AMA  I.ural 
Health  Conference. 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  iVfeihoney  -  Saturday  5:15  "to  5:30  p.m. 
EST.    Feature:     "The  Use  of  Radio-active  Material  in  Plants"  with  M.  E. 
Jefferson,  USDA. 

Insect  Pest  Warning  Spread 

Better  reporting  of  insect  outbreaks  is  also  in  the  cards  this 
year.    Entomologists  of  the  cooperative  USDA  and  States  Insect  Pest  Survey 
will  soon  run  off  special  maps,  prepared  by  the  Grasshopper  Control  Project, 
showing  where  grasshoppers.  Mormon  crickets,  and  chinch  bugs  are  likely  to 
show  up  in  most  damaging  numbers  this  summer.    The  reporting  service  began 
in  '52  as  a  voluntary  program.     In  '53  a  cooperatively  financed  survey  was 
initiated  with  a  Federal -State  survey  man  in  Missouri.    This  program  will 
start  this  season  with  full-time  survey  men  in  at  least  20  states,  or  more 
than  twice  as  many  as  at  the  beginning  of  last  year.    More  Informal  coopera- 
tion continues  in  all  the  ^8  states. 

North  Dakota  and  Tennessee  are  now  joining  with  the  Department  in 
providing  full-time  survey  men  for  the  reporting  and  warning  service.  The 
18  other  states  which  had  joined  up  by  the  end  of  last  year,  are  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
Nevada,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Utah, 
Virginia,  and  Wyoming.    Survey  personnel  in  all  the  cooperating  states  make 
regular  reports  of  insect  observations  in  their  states.    The  states  are 
encouraged  to  release  the  survey  information  within  the  states.    The  Federal 
department  compiles  the  reports  on  a  national  basis  and  issues  vj-arnings  of 
insect  movements  to  other  threatened  states. 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  says  his  "Radio-TV  Dairy  Party"  recently 
was  a  big  success.     Some  of  the  fifty  guests,  leading  dairymen  and  their 
wives,  drove  100  miles  to  the  studios  to  view  the  American  Dairy  Association- 
sponsored  Disneyland  TV  show,  and  see  the  KCMD  facilities  and  operation. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure :  C>^.y-''>^-'->^-^>^-  ^-  -t"^-  V 

Nat'l  k-E  Club  Week  Layne  Be4ty,  Chief  y 

Radio  &  Television  Service  ' 


RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


I  B  R  A  R 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  L'^,  ly^': 
Letter  Ko.  6^3 

Dear  Farm  Director*; 

Among  the  developments  announced  hei-e  this  week  was  approval  oi' 
the  law  to  allow  Minnesota,  Montana,  North  and  South  Dakota  wheat  farmers 
to  plant  diverted  acres  to  durum  wheat;  the  setting  of  minimum  price 
support  levels  for  this  year's  upland  and  extra  long  staple  cotton;  and 
the  experimental  production  of  a  new  low-cost  grade  of  sugar  for  candy 
making. 


The  researchers  say  the  new  sugar  making  process  at  the  USDA 
New  Orleans  Laboratory  yields  12  to  15  pounds  more  sugar  from  a  ton  of  cane. 
The  laM  requires  announcement  of  the  minimum  level  of  price  support  for 
field  crops  in  advance  of  the  planting  season  whenever  that  is  practicable. 
The  minimum  level  announced  this  week  will  be  increased  next  August  if  the 
parity  price  is  higher  at  that  time.    The  idea  of  excepting  durum  from  the 
acreage  restrictions  which  apply  to  other  wheat  is  that  the  supply  of  durum 
wheat,  for  use  in  making  such  products  as  macaroni,  is  short.    The  durum 
wheat  crop  was  sharply  reduced  by  a  rust  last  year.     The  aim  is  to 
encouraige  the  farmers  in  the  four  States  to  raise  the  durum  now  needed. 

Wes  Seyler,  WIBW,  Topeka,  has  been  named  chairman  of  the  NATRFD 
International  Lelations  Committee  for  a  second  year,  by  President  Frank 
Atwood.     It  was  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  informational  needs  of 
visitors  and  his  efficient  leadership  in  NATRFD 's  international  projects 
last  year  which  made  any  other  selection  for  chairman  nearly  impossible 
this  year.     If  the  midwest  is  isolationist,  it  isn't  borne  out  by  the 
way  EFDs  in  that  area  took  on  thje  job  of  hosting  foreign  visitors  who 
have  come  here  to  see  how  farm  radio  is  done.    The  red  carpet  treatment 
sho-vm  one  foreign  group  by  Wes'  o\m  organization  would  be  hard  to  top 
anyvhere . 


By  resolution  of  its  Board  of  Directors  meeting  January  24, 
1955,-  the  National  Dairy  Council  has  expressed  its  appreciation  of  the 
cooperation  of  members  of  the  National  Association  of  Television  and 
adio  Farm  Directors  in  helping  stimulate  more  use  of  dairy  foods. 
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Cloud  of  Insects  on  Horizon 

It  no'w  looks  like  many  fanners  may  have  a  rough  year  from  insects. 
Of  course^  weather  later  in  the  spring  and  summer  will  really  determine  how 
well  the  "bugs  fare.    But  Kelvin  Dorward^  who  heads  the  Insect  Pest  Survey, 
says  preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  in  '55  some  6,000,000  acres  of 
range  land  may  require  grasshopper  control  in  Arizona,  California,  Colorado, 
Kansas,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Oklahoma, 
Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming.    Grasshopper  infestation  also  in- 
creased in  cropland  areas  in  many  of  the  mid-western  and  some  of  the 
western  States.    The  greatest  increases  in  grasshopper  population  took 
place  in  northern  Indiana,  southern  Wisconsin,  southern  Iowa,  eastern 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  and  parts  of  South 
Dakota,  Texas,  and  Utah. 

On  the  other  hand,  need  for  control  of  Mormon  crickets  may  he  less 
in  '55  than  in  '5I1,     Small  areas  in  Colorado,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah,  and 
Wyoming  will  warrant  control,  hut  probably  not  on  over  83,000  acres  in  the 
six  States. 

But,  as  reported  several  weeks  ago,  if  spring  weather  favors  the 
corn  borer.  Corn  Belt  farmers  may  face  a  serious  infestation  of  that  pest. 

Next  week,  Chief  Dorv-^ard  hopes  to  have  a  report  for  us  on  the 
chinch  bug  situation.    New  pests  are  causing  some  concern  too.    March  10 
a  hearing  will  be  held  at  Pittsburgh  to  consider  a  quarantine  of 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  West  Virginia,  to  stop  the  spread  of  that  June 
bug  known  as  the  European  chafer,  which  is  a  serious  pest  of  pastures  and 
lawns  and  golf  courses.    And  quite  a  campaign  is  now  undeiTway  to  locate 
and  check  the  spread  of  the  damaging  stored  grain  pest  known  as  the  khaprs 
beetle . 

Head  Off  Tape  Trouble 

Here  in  the  Washington  office  we  have  occasion  to  work  with  many 
tape  recorded  programs  --  from  TRFDs  and  from  College  radio  editors «  Jack 
Towers  says  about  half  of  these  tapes  have  a  common  fault.    The  recording 
head  is  out  of  alignment.    As  long  as  the  tape  is  played  back  on  the 
recorder  that  produced  the  tape,  this  problem  isn't  serious.     It  becomes 
objectionable  when  other  properly  adjusted  recorders  attempt  to  play  the 
tape.    The  effect  is  that  the  high  frequencies  in  the  recording  seem  to 
disappear.    And  this  robs  an  otherwise  good  recording  of  the  sibilants, 
crispness,  and  liveness  --  all-  characteristics  that  help  get  the  story 
across  to  the  listener.    This  trouble  is  particularly  a  problem  of  the 
State  Extension  offices  who  supply  tapes  to  several  other  stations,  since 
a  misaligned  head  there  would  mean  a  poor  quality  service  to  all  stations 
that  didn't  adjust  their  playback  head  to  conform  with  the  recording. 

Most  station  engineers  are  aware  of  this  problem,    ^S^st  of  the  new 
professional  recorder  designs  have  reduced  greatly  the  hazard  of  head 
misalignment.     However,  most  of  the  farm  radio  tapes  seem  still  to  be 
made  on  recorders  sensitive  to  head  alignment.    Adjusting  the  recording 
head  is  simple.     This  office  h^s  supplied  several  State  Extension  radio 
editors  with  a  special  alignment  tape  together  with  instructions  on  how 
to  use  it. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  ^ 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  pm  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington^    Feature:  "New 
Developments  in  Weed  Control"  with  Dr.  Warren  Shaw_,  ARS„    National  h-B. 
Cluh  Week  with  Cephas  Vlilliamson, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  pm  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington,    Feaxiures:  "Farm 
Dragnet  for  New  Grain  Pest"  with  Dr.  Richard  T,  Cotton^  AMS,  and  ''Indiana 
Barrow  Show"  with  Bill  Mason,  WLS,  Chicago. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  pm  EST. 
Feature:     Interview  with  two  h-U  Achievement  Winners. 

Recombined  Milk  for  Cari"b"bean 

Department  foreign  service  men  have  "been  surveying  the  prospects 
for  marketing  UoS.  milk  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  Haiti,  El  Salvador, 
Honduras,  and  Nicaragua.    They  see  a  potential  long-range  market  in  these 
countries  for  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  and  "butter  oil  for  recomhining  as 
fluid  milk  to  supplement  the  normal  supply.    They  think  it  might  prove 
advantageous  to  the  American  dairy  industry  if  small  quantities  of  such 
products  for  recombining  could  be  made  available  to  American  families  in 
those  countries.    They  figure  that  milk  drinking  American  families  would 
make  the  best  sales  force  for  recombined  milk. 

Farm  Youth  Reports  to  Nation 

Extension  Radio  and  TV  Specialist  Joe  Tonkin,  reminds  us  that 
March  5  to  13  is  National  U-H  Club  Week.    Six  outstanding  4-H'ers  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  are  scheduled  to  meet  the  President, 
Congressmen  and  Senators,  and  broadcast  a  report  of  U-H  achievements  in 
citizenship,  leadership,  and  farm  work  over  national  networks  from  here 
during  that  time.    Joe  says  even  more  important  are  the  ^-H  members  which 
some  of  you  will  have  on  your  local  and  regional  broadcasts. 

The  six  ii-H'ers  coming  here  are  Sara  Traughber  of  Spring,  Tenn.; 
and  Cephas  Williamson  of  Americus,  Georgia,  who  were  chosen  for  citizen- 
ship; Leo  Denese  Corriveau  of  Millersburg,  Mich.,  and  Ralph  E.  Lamar  III 
of  Southampton,  New  York,  selected  as  typical  of  h-B.  leadership;  and 
Coleta  Lou  McAllister  of  Loyal,  Oklahoma,  and  Elden  Holsapple  of  Mitchell, 
Indiana,  picked  for  achievement „ 

On  Saturday,  March  5^  Cephas  Williamson  will  broadcast  the  k-E 
message  over  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.     The  same  day,  two  other  dele- 
gates will  be  on  CBS  Farm  Show  with  Claude  I^honey.    And  on  March  12, 
three  others  will  broadcast  irlth  Extension  Administrator  Ferguson  on  ABC's 
American  Farmer.    For  any  further  details  about  k-E  Club  work  or  h-E  Club 
members  to  appear  on  local  programs,  see  your  county  agent  or  State 
Extension  Office.     Joe  says  -  TV  station  break  slide  and  script  available 
tc  every  TV  station  in  the  country  from  State  Extension  Editors. 


Tele -vise  Banch  Hands 


The  success  of  the  Texas  Beef  Coujicil  in  promoting  more 
consumption  of  steaks^  roasts^  etc,,  so  impressed.  Jack  Timmons^  KWEH, 
Shreveport,  that  he  is  leading  a  similar  program  in  Louisiana,  "backed 
by  hankers  and  livestockmen.    Among  his  many  activities.  Jack,  a  trans- 
planted Texan,  is  secretary -treasurer  of  the  NATRFD  this  year. 

The  term  "rancher"  has  come  into  wide  use  "by  radio,  TV",  the 
press  and  other  media  in  recent  years,  "but  the  old  time  cattlemen  of  the 
southwest  prefer  to  "be  called  "ranchmen".    That's  the  vord  of  Tad  Moses,  j 
agricultural  editor  at  Texas  A  &  M  College,  who  ought  to  know,  A 
product  of  the  cow  country.  Tad  was  for  many  years  e'^d'ft or  'of  The  Cattleman^ 
globally-circulated  monthly  pu'b'lished  in  Fort- -Worth. 

"If  you  want  anything,  ask  the  folks  in  WIBC  land"  advises 
Harry  Andrews,  the  station's  lively  farm  director  at  Indianapolis.  When 
the  "USDA  beef  cattle  researchers  asked  for  twin  calves,  Harry  and  a 
cooperating  farmer  obligingly  had  some  produced,  but  unfortunately  they 
were  outside  the  200  mile  radius  limit  from  Beltsville  designated  by  the 
government  researchers. 

Plentiful  Foods  .   .  March  and  Later 

The  March  list  of  Plentiful  Foods  features  canned  snap  beans,  rice, 
and  canned  sweet  corn.    The  canned  snap  beans  and  canned  sweet  corn  will 
get  extra  emphasis  March  21-27.    National  Eice  Week  i's  set  for  March  13-19. 
And  March  28  through  April  3,  raisins  and  small  dried  prunes  will  get 
important  billing...  With  liberal  milk  production  again  likely,  the 
Department  is  also  planning  a  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program  to  support 
the  dairy  industry  effort  toward  an  all-out  campaign  for  use  of  more  milk 
during  June  Dairy  Month,    As  they  did  last  year,  Department  information  and 
educational  agencies  will  supply  more  material  on  Jime  Dairy  Month  as  the 
program  progresses. 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW -TV,  Omaha 

Pronounces  his  third  annual  TV"  farm  short  course,  January  17  to 
22,  a  big  success,  and  sends  along  a  copy  of  testimonials  by  l60  farmers 
in  Nebraska  and  Iowa  to  verify  it.     One  fellow  said  "I  raised  my  oat 
yield  by  24  bushels  above  what  I  had  been  getting  by  following  the 
fertilizer  suggestion  I  saw  last  year  on  your  show". 

Classes  were  aired  daily  from  1  to  2  p,m. ,  and  the  curriculum 
included  Farm  Management,  Pest  and  Weed  Control,  Swinp  iVfenagement,  S^ane 
Nutrition,  Brucellosis^  Soil  Fertility,  F-.rm  Equipment  and  Trends  in  Farm  ' 
Buildings.     Specialists  from  Iowa  State  College  and  the  University  of 
Nebraska  participated.     Congratulations,  Mai.     How  many  were  enrolled?  Did 
you  give  final  exams? 


Sincerely, 
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Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Badio  &  Television  Service 


